To all Japanese people:

I have difficulty finding the right words to write this article as | feel so deeply sorry
for your sad experience. This terrible earthquake, which has affected you all so deeply
is something that none of us will forget, wherever we live. But | did not want to just
say sorry, I wanted to do all I could to help you recover faster, that’s why I created
monosagashi.org (belongingsfinder.org).

When we created the site myself and my team decided that we wanted to remain silent
and not receive any credit for the belongings search tool we developed. The aim was
simply to provide the functionality to help people, governments, local authorities and
relief organizations. However, we understand now that this was impossible, as people
want to know who started this initiative and what our background and motivation is.
So, we thought we should explain who we are and why we did this, through our team
website.

The Background

On Friday 11"March, 1 was involved in an entrepreneurial event in the town where |
study, Cambridge, UK. The aim of the event is to build a profitable company in one
weekend. When | heard in the news what happened, | dropped this plan. I formed a
team of eight computer science & business students and we started thinking about
what we could do for you with our expertise in software development and the support
of the Cambridge community during that weekend.

It was very difficult to find the link between computer science & engineering
knowledge and the Tsunami catastrophe. What we came up with was an idea which
we hope will help you. We on our side are doing our best and working continually
since Friday to advance the site’s functionality. We appreciate that it is nothing
compared to the suffering people are currently facing. We will not stop working for
you until we have succeeded in bringing you some help. Be it through our belongings
search website, or just through our initiative.

The Team

Monosagashi.org is very much a co-operative effort — please do take a look at the
project team. All of these people have spent days and nights developing this website
and especially the software in the background that we will use to match found
belongings with those that people are searching for. Nobody in team hesitated for a
single second to help on this project when | asked them. They started on Friday
evening and worked through two nights non-stop. Since Monday we are working
together as much as we can online and in person. In a few days, when the situation in
Japan has stabilised, we will bring this product to you via the internet.

Launching the site

Until then, we think it is inappropriate to launch the full Monosagashi.org site as other
problems have to be solved first. We did however immediately get a great deal of
support from the press in Europe and in the US. This will hopefully allow us to raise
funds through donations in order to keep the project going now and in the future. The
main expense we face is server hosting and ongoing maintenance. We think you will
use the lost belongings search function for 6-12 months. Afterwards the belongings
search functionality shall be enhanced by our all learning and be provided to future
earthquakes and natural disasters all around the world to help the people then.
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We are now working with The Humanitarian Centre at the University of Cambridge
who are helping us to understand your situation better so our belongings search
function can be more effective going forward. In the coming days we will explain to
you on our website more precisely how Monosagashi.org can help each of you to

recover some of each other’s cherished belongings.

With deepest empathy and solidarity,

Stefano Orowitsch
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Co-founder of Mox;osagashi.org / Belongingsfinder.org
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Stefano Orowitsch
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Co-founder of Mox;osagashi.org / Belongingsfinder.org
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